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1 INTRODUCTION-THE QUESTION OF 
CREDENTIALS 


This book is largely spurred by a phone conversation with 
a pastor of a large church that I had the other day. The 
essence of the conversation was on the subject of me and my 
wife potentially doing mission work in South Africa. Within a 
few minutes of the conversation the cordiality, warmth and 
niceties waned, and sort of a grey cloud came over the entire 
discussion. The cloud suddenly appeared with the question, 
“What are your credentials”? This question was aimed at the 
idea that me and my wife are some kind of fly-by- night self- 
appointed Christians out to crusade the world on our own. 
The pastor was not in the least interested in our faith, or how 
long God has been prodding our hearts in the direction of 
missions. He did not ask if we had been in prayer, or if we 
had searched out God’s Word for direction about this 
important spiritual issue. His entire focus was on obtaining 
membership to one or more of the formal mission agencies 
that exist throughout the church structure. His strong 
suggestion was for us to go through a lengthy process of 
gaining official credentials from them or we would simply not 
be taken seriously by anyone at all, especially him. There also 
seemed to be a strong misconception on his behalf that these 
mission agencies are the only legitimate entrance way to the 


John Wesley Erbentraut 


mission field. In other words, according to him, we were not 
on the mission field at present and needed some ones official 
approval to get there. 


After hanging up, I felt like I had just had a bad job 
interview with a corporate executive of a worldly company 
rather than a conversation with a shepherd of God’s flock. 
Immediately, a voice within my heart asked, “What is wrong 
here”? Then a flurry of scripture verses began to race across 
my mind in a blaze of glory. Dozens of verses that directly 
speak of the believer’s credibility and missions jumped out 
at my mind. Well, I felt much better that the Holy Spirit had 
spoken to my heart from God’s Word, but the question still 
lingers. What is wrong here? 


Obviously, something is very wrong. Things go wrong 
every time the church strays from God’s Word. When we see 
this happening in any area of spiritual significance, it is time 
to take a good hard look at the Word of God. The Bible is 
our rule of faith and guide in life. It is literally light shining 
before our feet. “Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on 
my path.” (NIV, Psalm 119:105) The stormy waters of 
opinion will rage and attempt to drown our hearts and faith 
in God, but they will not succeed because His Word endures 
forever. I left the conversation with the feeling that I needed 
to write a book about what the Bible teaches concerning the 
believer’s responsibility and involvement with the mission 
field. Popular opinion on the subject of missions has no real 
place in the church if it has no real scriptural foundation. It is 
the author’s endeavor in these few short chapters to look 
intently at some of the most prominent Bible passages that 
speak so clearly about this subject. If we cannot adhere to the 
credibility of these Bible passages we are truly in a state of 
incredible unbelief. 


2 GOD IS HIRING 


“He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers 
ate few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 
workers into his harvest field.” (NIV, Luke 10:2) 


In the past few years unemployment has been the headlines 
in the news. Economists scramble for the latest quarterly 
report on how the Big Three are bolstering auto sales. As the 
world’s economy fluctuates with the ebb and flow of politics, 
and the driving engine of supply and demand, there is one 
commodity that remains unchanged. The world is 
overflowing with unsaved souls. Regardless of the 
overwhelming number of unsaved people in the world there 
are no long lines being formed of people willing to go bring 
them to Christ for salvation. Jesus said that “the harvest is 
plentiful, but he workers are few.” So there are a few 
questions that come to mind at this juncture. 


1. Where is this harvest or mission field located? 
Who qualifies to harvest this incredibly precious crop 
of human souls? 

3. Who supplies, sustains and pays these valuable 
workets? 

4. Is mission work legitimate work, or is it just a hiatus 


AUTHOR NAME 


from the responsibilities of normal life? 
5. How should the believers both locally and universally 
be responding to mission work and workers? 


When we approach the scripture about these issues from a 
biblical viewpoint, the spiritual nature of the discussion 
becomes obvious. The progressive character of the Holy 
Spirit’s work in the world and the church are two of many 
issues that stand out in the Bible. These issues are highly 
visible in the Bible, and are inseparable from the discussion 
about evangelism and mission work. Contrarily, the Bible 
does not present any para-church organizations, such as 
mission boards, that commission evangelists or mission 
workers. There is a noticeable absence in scripture of any 
present-day apparatus as the above mentioned. Why aren’t 
they mentioned in scripture? Is it that God has changed the 
plan to fit the times? Or has the church drifted away from 
God’s original plan over time? Let’s consider these important 
questions one at a time from the body of information in the 
Bible. 


The scope of each question brought forth could require 
volumes to answer. The only people who might have time to 
possibly read volumes are college professors and think- 
tankers. This book is not written for college professors or 
think-tankers. It is written for the common believer who 
loves and wants to serve Christ with a full heart of faith. The 
process toward answering these questions just may take a 
little careful and biblical thought. Though the water has been 
muddied, and the halls of faith filled with vain babbling, the 
eats of God’s people can still hear Him, and drink from the 
pure spring water of the Word of God. Yes, it is still possible 
to hear God clearly about these issues, because His Word 
does endure forever. 


3 WHERE IS THE MISSION-FIELD? 


There are many false perceptions that prevail in the church 
today about the mission field. One such thought is that the 
mission field is in some faraway land, such as Uganda, South 
Africa or someplace in Asia, and the United States is the 
center of operations. Somehow, the financial need in these 
countries is equated with the spiritual needs of the people in 
those places. There is no biblical basis for this type of 
thinking. If one were to accept that theology, there would be 
very little need for mission work in the United States. Yet in 
one sense the mission field is in those places, but they are no 
more the mission field than one step outside of the front 
door because there are tens of millions of unsaved people in 
affluent America as well. They are just as unsaved as 
unregenerate people anywhere in the world. In other words, 
the mission field is not really a place; it is the people in that 
place. 


Actually the mission field could be sitting next to you in 
church. It could even be sleeping next to you at night in bed. 
As bizarre as it may sound, it could be preaching to you from 
the pulpit on Sunday. That’s right; He or she might not even 
be saved. It has happened more than once, that people who 
have been preaching for years finally came to Christ for 
salvation. It could be co-workers at your place of 
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employment. It could be your college professor, even at a 
Christian college. The mission field is where the lost of the 
world are located. Therefore, the mission field is everywhere 
the lost are located. It is at the school that your children 
attend, public, private and even Christian. But one might ask, 
isn’t there a difference between foreign and domestic 
missions? Don’t we need to make a special effort to reach 
people in backward countries that don’t allow the Bible? 
Don’t our political freedoms give us prosperity and a clear 
advantage to do this? Don’t we need to make a special effort 
toward reaching the poor of the world that live in squalor and 
unimaginable povertye On the surface, the answer is 
emphatically yes, and we should never stop doing that as long 
as we have those capabilities. But when we put a little thought 
into this problem we may see a more complex picture than 
helping the poor around the world emerge. It is really a 
spiritual problem more than a logistical problem. 


One of the difficulties in this way of thinking is rooted in 
the concept of the word foreign. Where is foreign? It is true 
that Africa is foreign soil to the United States and Brazil is 
foreign to Europe, but it is no less true that to the true child 
of God this entire world is foreign soil to his or her feet. 
Actually, wherever the child of God is, he or she is an alien. 
We are aliens and sojourners in this world. “For here we do 
not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city that 
is to come.” (NIV, Hebrews 13:14) “Dear friends, I urge 
you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, 
which wage war against your soul. Live such good lives 
among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing 
wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the 
day he visits us.” (NIV, 1 Peter 2:11-12) The above passages 
clearly state that the child of God is a foreigner in this world. 
This entire world is not our permanent or native home. 
Heaven is our home with Christ, not this world. We are just 
here for a time to serve him, nothing more. Jesus is coming 
back for his people “For the Lord himself will come down 
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from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are 
left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord 
forever.” (NIV, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17) The apostle John 
also commented on this subject in depth. 


"Do not let your hearts be troubled. You 
believe in God; believe also in me. My 
Father's house has many rooms; if that were 
not so, would I have told you that I am going 
there to prepare a place for your And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come back 
and take you to be with me that you also may 
be where I am. You know the way to the 
place where I am going." Thomas said to 
him, "Lord, we don't know where you are 
going, so how can we know the way?" Jesus 
answeted, "I am the way and the truth and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. If you really know me, you will 
know my Father as well. From now on, you 
do know him and have seen him." (NIV, 
John 14:1-7) 


There are thousands of churches that don’t ever talk about 
this. They are geared to accommodate the world and its 
philosophies. They hold the Bible and the world’s ideologies 
on the same plane. They think that the Bible should be 
interpreted allegorically or symbolically. This makes it much 
easier to excuse their worldly life style. The Bible is to be 
interpreted literally. Literally simply means that we are to 
understand the language in the Bible according to normal use 
of words. Jesus spoke these words because they are literally 
true. For example, Jesus is literally coming back for His 
church. This is not just a symbolic event in the Bible. There 


John Wesley Erbentraut 


are other important passages that clearly delineate between 
Christ’s body, which is the church and the world. 


“Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all 
sleep, but we will all be changed-- in a flash, in 
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 
For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be 
raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 
For the perishable must clothe itself with the 
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 
When the perishable has been clothed with 
the imperishable, and the mortal with 
immortality, then the saying that is written will 
come true: "Death has been swallowed up in 
victory." "Where, O death, is your victory? 
Where, O death, is your sting?" The sting of 
death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 
But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (NIV, 1 
Corinthians 15:51) 


Not only is the child of God an alien here in this world, he 
ot she is also commanded not to be in love with or befriend 
this world. “You adulterous people, don't you know that 
friendship with the world means enmity against God? 
Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world 
becomes an enemy of God.” (NIV, James 4:4) Wow, what 
strong language! Many churches dilute this passage by saying 
that James did not really mean to not be friends with the 
world. The problem with that is James didn’t really say it. The 
Holy Spirit said it. “All scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness:” (KJV, 2 
Timothy 3:16) The Apostle John also commented in his 1* 
epistle on this issue. “Love not the world, neither the things 
that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him.” (RY, 1 John 2:15) 
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Not to belabor the point, but there is a distinct difference 
between the world and Christ’s true church. It should also be 
noted that many people that attend church assume that they 
are members of Christ’s church, when in fact they have never 
come to Jesus by faith alone for salvation. The parable of the 
wheat and the tares in Matthew 13 is one possible explanation 
for this very sticky situation. 


“Another parable set he before them, saying, 
The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man 
that sowed good seed in his field: but while 
men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares 
also among the wheat, and went away. But 
when the blade sprang up, and brought forth 
fruit, then appeared the tares also. And the 
servants of the householder came and said 
unto him, Sir, didst thou not sow good seed in 
thy field? whence then hath it tares? And he 
said unto them, An enemy hath done this. 
And the servants say unto him, Wilt thou then 
that we go and gather them up? But he saith, 
Nay; lest haply while ye gather up the tares, ye 
root up the wheat with them. Let both grow 
together until the harvest: and in the time of 
the harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather up 
first the tates, and bind them in bundles to 
burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn. 
(RV, Matthew 13:24-30) 


I will add just one more passage of significant relation to 
this issue. “Wherefore Come ye out from among them, and 
be ye separate, saith the Lord, And touch no unclean thing; 
And I will receive you, And will be to you a Father, And ye 
shall be to me sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 
(RV, 2 Corinthians 6:17-18) These passages clearly delineate 
between the true church of Jesus Christ and the unredeemed 
of the world. 
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So where is the foreign mission field? It is this entire world. 
True Christians everywhere need to open their eyes and see 
this fact from scripture. “That the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you a spirit of 
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him; having the 
eyes of your heart enlightened, that ye may know what is the 
hope of his calling, what the riches of the glory of his 
inheritance in the saints,” (RV, Ephesians 1:17-18) 


The mission field is truly ripe and ready for harvest, but 
this work is spiritual in nature. It cannot be carried out 
through the energy of the flesh. Biblical evangelism has been 
twisted into an effort to bring people to church. It is not 
wrong to invite people to church, but it is wrong to use this 
as an excuse for biblical evangelism. The concept is based on 
the unbiblical idea that people will find Jesus there. It is 
unbiblical because people don’t ever find Jesus; He finds 
them exactly where they are. He finds them in their sin and 
depravity, wherever that may be. Often people think that 
church can enhance the presence of Christ to a lost sinner, 
thus making it easier to get the unsaved redeemed at church. 
If that were true Billy Graham and Saint Paul the Apostle 
were fools all along and wasting their time. It isn’t where the 
work of evangelism is done; it is who is doing it that really 
matters. All efforts of evangelism that are generated out of 
the flesh will ultimately fail. “But if any man buildeth on the 
foundation gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay, stubble; 
each man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall 
declare it, because it is revealed in fire; and the fire itself shall 
prove each man’s work of what sort it is.” (RV, 1 Corinthians 
3:12-13) Only the Holy Spirit can do the essential work of 
evangelism, which will result in the praise and glory to God. 
The process of God strengthening the church to do the work 
of evangelism in this age began on the Day of Pentecost. 
“But ye shall recetve power, when the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you: and ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judaea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 
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the earth.” (RY, Acts 1:8) Neither Christ, His apostles, the 
Old Testament prophets, nor the Holy Spirit ever designated 
a specific earthly location from which this work would be 
carried out during the church age. It is not Jerusalem, New 
York, D.C, Rome, or any other location. It is everywhere the 
unsaved are, which is everywhere! 


It is completely foolish to think that mere men can organize 
and accomplish such a stupendous achievement as to bring 
other men to Christ for salvation, when they are weak and 
frail sinners themselves. “But I will sacrifice unto thee with 
the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that which I have vowed. 
Salvation is of the LORD.” (RY, Jonah 2:9) This passage of 
scripture means the work of salvation from beginning to end 
is of God. We are just instruments in His sovereign hands on 
the mission field which is everywhere. 


Listen to what Paul the first century’s greatest evangelist 
said about the work of evangelism. “And my speech and my 
preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power: that your faith 
should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of 
God.” (RY, 1 Corinthians 2:4-5) Herein Paul emphatically 
stated the work of evangelism was not really him but the 
Holy Spirit at work through him. 


Therefore if one were to conclude as to a specific location 
of the mission field, biblically it should be the entire world. 
We need to ditch the idea that the United States of America is 
somehow the divinely appointed center of God’s operation of 
evangelism. Though it is true that God can use the great 
prosperity of America to help reach people around the globe 
if He so chooses to do so, there is no expressed biblical text 
that teaches such an idea. It is equally true that God does not 
need the resources of man, such as organizations or money, 
at all to carry out His work on the mission field. Actually, 
since the mission field is universal so is the center of God’s 
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operation on the field. This is so because the true center of all 
spiritual operation is the throne of God, which Christ sits on 
in heaven as the head of the church, and the believing heart 
of the individual child of God. 


Therefore, if you are one of many millions of Christians 
that do not think of yourself as being located on the mission 
field, stop thinking that way because it isn’t true. We are all 
on the mission field, but we are not all taking up our spiritual 
weapons on the mission field as we ought to. However, if 
God has called you to a different location on the mission field 
from that which you are located now, that is fine. In other 
words, if you are presently on the mission field in Chicago, 
and God has called you to go to the mission field in France, 
then obey Him and go there. Nonetheless, be careful as to 
how you think about the change of location, because as born- 
again believers we ate always on the mission field, because we 
are always aliens in this world. It is also important to note 
that though we are all always on the mission field, we are all 
not always active on it! 
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4WHO QUALIFIES TO REAP THE HARVEST? 


The answer to this is simple. If God has placed each and 
every child of God on the mission field then he has also 
qualified them all to partake in the reaping of the harvest. But 
to address this more in-depth we need to break this down 
into a number of subcategory questions. Let’s begin digging 
into these fair and open questions. 


1. What qualifies a believer to do mission work? 
Why don’t all believers reap a harvest? 

3. Is there a difference between the average believer and 
a well-known evangelist similar to Billy Graham? 

4. Is there a time of preparing us to do the work of 
evangelism effectively? 


So what qualifies the believer to do mission work? Below is 
a list of seventy-five great achievements that are bestowed on 
the child of God at the point of salvation. Though these gifts 
reflect our relationship and position to God from salvation, 
they also serve as essential qualifications toward all that God 
has called the believer to do as well. There are probably more 
than these seventy-five, but these will suffice to make the 
point clear! Also, though mission work is not in the list per 
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se, the finished work of Christ certainly must be linked to at 
least the underlying purposes of God toward qualifying 
believers in general, which is essential to spreading the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ globally throughout this age. 
Spreading the Gospel is a command to all believers, not some 
believers. 


Gifts Bestowed on the Child of God at Salvation! 


1) 


2) 


3) 


4) 


5) 


6) 


7) 


Access to God's Grace... (Ephesians 2:8, 18) For by 
grace ate ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: For through him we 
both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. 

We are adopted by God... (Ephesians 1:5) Having 
predestinated us unto the adoption of children by 
Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good 
pleasure of his will, (Galatians 4:5) To redeem them 
that were under the law, that we might receive 
the adoption of sons. 

We get an Inheritance... (Ephesians 1:11) In whom 
also we have obtained an inheritance, being 
predestinated according to the purpose of him who 
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 
We are elected (saved)... (1 Peter 1:2) Elect according 
to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through 
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and 
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto 
you, and peace, be multiplied. 

We become a child of God... John 1:12) But as many 
as received him, to them gave he power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that believe on his 
name: 

We get a heavenly citizenship...(2 Timothy 4:18) And 
the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and 
will preserveme unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom 
be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

We become a servant....Romans 6:22) But now being 
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made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye 
have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting 
life. 

8) We are heirs of God, joint heirs with Jesus...(Romans 
8:17) And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with 
him, that we may be also glorified together. (Galatians 
3:29) And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's 
seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

9) We become a new creature...(2 Corinthians 5:17) 
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is_a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things 
are become new. (Galatians 6:15) For in Christ Jesus 
neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor 
uncitcumcision, but a new creature. 

10) We become priests... (Revelation 1:6) And hath made 
us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him 
be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

11) We are reconciled to God....QRomans 5:10) For if, 
when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, 
we shall be saved by his life. 

12) We are Sanctified......(1 Corinthians 6:11) And such 
wete some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are 
sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

13) We are accepted in the Beloved...(Ephesians 1:6) To 
the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath 
made usaccepted in the beloved. 

14) We are Baptized into the body of Christ.....(1 
Corinthians 12:13) For by one Spirit are we all 
baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or 
Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been 
all made to drink into one Spirit. 

15) We are buried with him.....(Romans 6:4) Therefore we 
are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the 
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Father, even so we also should walk in newness of 
life. 

16) We have put on Christ....(Galatians 3:27) For as many 
of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. 

17) We have eternal life..jjohn 10:28) And I give unto 
them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 

18) We have peace with God...Jjohn 14:27) Peace I leave 
with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid. 

19) We became a friend of God...john 15:15) 
Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant 
knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called 
you friends; for all things that I have heard of my 
Father I have made known unto you. 

20) We get in the Lamb's book of life...(Revelation 21:27) 
And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that 
defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or 
maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's 
book of life. 

21) We recetve imputed righteousness.....Romans 4:6) 
Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the 
man, unto whom God _imputeth righteousness 
without works 

22) Our names ate written in heaven.....(Luke 10:20) 
Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are 
subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your 
names are written in heaven. 

23) We are given a blessed hope of Christ's returning.... 
(Titus 2:13) Looking for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ; 

24) We are seated in heavenly places.....cEphesians 2:6) 
And hath raised us up together, and made_us_sit 
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 
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25) We have fellowship with the trinity....(1 John 1:3) 
That which we have seen and heard declare we unto 
you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and 
truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his 
Son Jesus Christ. (Philippians 2:1) If there be 
therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of 
love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and 
metcies, 

26) We have a mansion in heaven.....John 14:2) In my 


Father's house ate many mansions: if it were not so, I 


would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
27) We are born again with a spiritual re-birth.....jjohn 


3:3-6) Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith 
unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? 
can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, 
and be born? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which 
is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit. 

28) We have received an annointing....(1 John 2:27) But 
the anointing which ye have recetved of him abideth 
in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but 
as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and 
is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, 
ye shall abide in him. 

29) The Holy Spirit will live with us now and forever... 
(john 14:16) And I will pray the Father, and he shall 
give you another Comforter, that he may abide with 
you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the 
wotld cannot receive, because it seeth him not, 
neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he 
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 

30) We've been sealed by the Holy spirit unto the day of 
redemption. (Ephesians 4:30) And grieve not the holy 
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Spirit of God, whereby ye ate sealed unto the day of 


redemption. 
31) Our bodies become the temple of the Holy Ghost... 


(1 Corinthians 6:19) What? Know ye not that your 
body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, 
which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 

32) We are forever forgiven.....(Luke 7:48) And he said 
unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.(1 John 2:12) I write 
unto you, little children, because _your_sins are 
forgiven you for his name's sake. 

33) We ate justified in God's sight....(Romans 5:1) 
Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 

34) We are redeemed....(Revelation 5:9) And they sung a 
new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, 
and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and 
hast redeemed _us to God by thy blood out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 

35) Indwelt by the Holy Spirit.....CRom. 8:9) But ye are 
not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the 


Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not 


the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 
36) We have an advocate with Christ...(1st John 2:1) My 


little children, these things write I unto you, that ye 
sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 

37) We now have the possibility to have victory over 
sin....(Romans 6:14) For sin shall not have dominion 
ovet_you:for ye are not under the law, but under 
erace. 

38) We become Christ's ambassadots.....(2 Cor. 5:20) 
Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though 
God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's 
stead, be ye reconciled to God. 

39) We are blessed with spiritual blessings..... (Ephesians 
1:3) Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 


Christ,who_hath blessed_us with all spiritual blessing 
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in heavenly places in Christ: 

40) Our every need will be supplied by God....(Philippians 
4:19) But my God_ shall supply all your need 
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 


41) Given an inner strength to accomplish necessary 

things(Philippians 4:13) I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me. 
A good work has been done in us....(Philippians 1:6) 
Being confident of this very thing, that he which 
hathbegun a good work in you will perform it until 
the day of Jesus Christ: 

42) The Lord becomes our helper instead of our judge.. 
(Hebrews 13:6) So that we may boldly say, The Lord 
is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do 
unto me. 

43) We get abounding grace...(2 Corinthians 9:8) And 
God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that 
ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may 
abound to every good work: 

44) We get eternal love....(Romans 8:38-39) For I am 
persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

45) Everthing that happens to us will be for our own 
good....(Rom.8:28) And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to his purpose. 

46) A promised faithfulness regardless of our 
faithlessness....(2 Timothy 2:13) If we believe not, yet 
he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself. 

47) A promise given to be able to resist temptation....(1 
Corinthians 10:13) There hath no temptation taken 


you_but_such_as is common to man: but God is 
faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above 
that_ye are able; but will with the temptation also 
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make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. 

48) We are made kings...(Revelation 1:6) And hath made 
us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him 
be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

49) We become_saints....(1 Corinthians 1:2) Unto the 
church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are 
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all 
that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, both theirs and ours: 

50) We have been delivered from the power of 
darkness....(Col. 1:12-13) Giving thanks unto the 
Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of 
the inheritance of the saints in light: Who hath 
delivered_us from the power of darkness, and hath 
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 

51) Our hearts are unblamable....(1 Thess 3:13) To the 
end he may stablish your hearts unblameable_in 
holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.We get the 
power of a sound mind....(22 Timothy 1:7) For God 
hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and 
of love, and of a sound mind. 

52) We no longer have a spirit of fear....(2 Timothy 1:7) 
For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of 
power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 

53) We are joined unto the Lord...1 Cor 6:17 But he that 
is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. 

54) We have been bought with a price and our life is not 
ours anymore.....1 Cor 6:19 What? know ye not that 
your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in 
you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 


1 Cor 6:20 Forye are bought with a price: therefore 


glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are 
God's. 


55) Iam a saint now (set apart for God) Eph 1:1 Paul, an 
apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the 


saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in 
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Christ Jesus: Rom 16:2 That ye recetve her in the 
Lord, as_becometh saints, and that ye assist her in 
whatsoever business she hath need of you: for she 
hath been a succourer of many, and of myself also. 

56) I am a personal witness of and for the Lord Jesus 
Christ..... Acts 1:8 But ye shall recetve power, after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall 
be witnesses _unto_meboth in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth. 

57) Iam now a member of the body of Jesus Christ....1 
Corinthians 12:27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and 
members in particular. 

58) I am complete in Christ and have need of nothing 
save him....Collosians 2:10 And ye are complete in 
him, which is the head of all principality and power: 

59) Iam god’s temple and he dwells in me...1 Cor 3:16 


Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that 


the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 
60) Iam God’s building...1 Cor 3:9 For we are labourers 


together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are 


God's building. 
61) I am a labourer with God himself...1 Corinthians 3:9 


Forwe ate labourers together with God: ye are God's 
husbandry, ye are God's building. 

62) I am also a worker with God...2 Corinthians 6:1 We 
then, as workers together with him, beseech you also 
that ye receive not the grace of God in vain. 

63) Iam called OUT OF DARKNESS...1 Peter 2:9 But 
ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth 
the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light: 

64) I am dead but my life is hid in Jesus Christ... 
Collosians 3:3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid 
with Christ in God. 

65) Iam a branch of the TRUE VINE...John 15:1 Iam 
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the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 


John 15:2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit 
he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, 
he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 


John 15:3, Now ye are clean through the word which 
I have spoken unto you. 


John 15:4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; 
no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 


John 15:5 Iam the vine, ye are the branches: He that 
abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth 


much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 

66) I am anointed by God...2 Corinthians 1:21 Now he 
which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath 
anointed us, is God; 

67) I have been given POWER to witness not an 
EXCUSE NOT to....Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive 
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth. 

68) I am part of a royal priesthood...1 Peter 2:9 But ye 
are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth 
the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light: 

69) Iam a part of a holy nation.... 1 Peter 2:9 But ye are a 
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, 
a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the 
praises of him who hath called you out of darkness 
into his marvellous light: 

70) I am peculiar...Titus 2:14 Who gave himself for us, 
that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and_purify 
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unto himself _a peculiar people, zealous of good 


works.1 Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a 
royal priesthood, an holy nation, a_peculiar people; 
that ye should show forth the praises of him who 
hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous 
light: 

71) Iam part of a chosen generation...1 Peter 2:9 But ye 
are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth 
the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light: 

72) I have been called into God’s marvelous light....1 
Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should show forth the praises of him who hath 
called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 


Imputed Righteousness 

Justification 

Children of God (regeneration) 
Communication with the Holy Spirit 

Imputed Everlasting Life 

Baptism of the Holy Spirit 

Propitiation 

Reconciliation 

Redemption 

Forgiveness 

Removal of Condemnation 

Removal of Domination of the Old Sin Nature 
Removal of Satan’s Power 

Freedom From the Penalty of the Mosaic Law 
Identification with Jesus Christ 

Indwelling of God the Father 

Indwelling of Jesus Christ 

Indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
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s. Sealing of Your Salvation 

t. Circumcision of the Soul 

u. Unseen Assets or riches 

v. Judgment of Sins 

w. Royal Adoption 

x. Eternal Relationship to GodPlanted on the Rock Jesus 
Christ 

y. Weare a Gift to Christ 

z. Royal Priesthood 

aa. We ate a Chosen Generation 

bb. Access to God 

cc. Under the Much More Care of God 

dd. We are His Inheritance 

ee. We Inherit Christ’s Eternal Future 

ff. We have a Partnership with God 

ge. We Become Heavenly Citizens 

hh. We Become Members of the Royal Family of God 
iii We are Light in the Lord 

jj. We are United to the Trinity 

kk. We are Glorified 

ll. We are Complete in Him 

mm.We Receive Angelic Protection and Service 
nn. We are Witnesses 

oo. We ate Ambassadors for Christ 


It is important to note that this impressive list is composed 
of things bestowed on the believer at the point of salvation. 
They are not things the believer becomes or acquites over 
time and through organized involvement in any way. When it 
comes to the subject of what qualifies the believer for 
missions, the last two in the list are particularly conspicuous. 
We are witnesses! Notice the imperative command of God in 
Acts 1:8. It states that “you shall be witnesses.” It does not 
say you have the potential to be witnesses. It says you shall be 
witnesses. There is no qualifying agency or act other than the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit herein mentioned. There is no 
boardroom. There is no committee to stand before. Our lives 


24 


God is Hiring! 
already stand before the watchful eye of God! 


We are also ambassadors for Christ. “We are ambassadors 
therefore on behalf of Christ, as though God were entreating 
by us: we beseech you on behalf of Christ, be ye reconciled to 
God.” (RY, 2 Corinthians 5:20) The implication is every child 
of God is appointed as an ambassador for Christ. All true 
believers are representatives of a heavenly citizenship. These 
gifts of God are given by grace without relation to the extent 
of the exercise or development of the gift. They are never 
revoked from the child of God as long as he or she remains 
on earth. “The gifts and the calling of God are without 
repentance.” (RV, Romans 11:29) After that time the child 
of God will not need them any longer. 


There is no doubt that some people are extremely gifted in 
the area of evangelism and mission work. Similarly, there are 
extremely gifted musicians and singers in the body of Christ, 
but that does not mean others should stop singing altogether. 
Though some people are very gifted in evangelism, and spend 
many yeats preparing for the specific dynamic execution of 
their call to mission work, it does not mean that others are 
not qualified to or should not evangelize as well. As 
important as developing gifts and preparing to be workmen 
that do not need to be ashamed may be, that is not the issue. 
Actually, without the above mentioned list of gifts bestowed 
on the child of God, no one would qualify to be a witness for 
Christ anywhere! Therefore these qualifications undergird the 
entire plan of God for believers in every aspect. 


Nonetheless, we should not take lightly the many areas of 
preparation that God may use to further equip a believer for 
the specific mission field that he or she has been placed or is 
going to be placed. For example, one may need to learn a 
foreign language and study the culture of a foreign land. God 
may lead another person through bible college or seminary as 
an integral step of preparation. Others may get their training 
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on the job, like Ezekiel and Jeremiah did while in captivity. 
But one must be careful here. The question here is not who is 
prepared, it is who is qualified? No amount of preparation 
can qualify a believer to be a missionary. Only the shed blood 
of Christ does that! If our royal position before God in 
Christ’s name doesn’t accomplish that we are without hope. 
So, who qualifies to pick the harvest? All born-again believers 
do! Yet, not all born-again believers will do it! If this is true, 
why don’t they? 


Why don’t all believers reap a harvest? There are a variety 
of reasons for this sad condition, but one of the main reasons 
is the flesh. “For the flesh desires what is contrary to the 
Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in 
conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever 
you want.” (NIV, Galatians 5:17) 


There are three main components to a true spiritual walk 
that all believers should be involved in everyday. They should 
be reading God’s Word daily, walking by faith daily and 
praying daily. Since the backbone of true evangelism and 
mission work is based on inner spiritual substance rather than 
organizations and programs, these three essentials are no less 
needed as believers proceed into the mission field. They will 
prove over time to be life sustaining water and bread in a 
spiritually dry and desolate world. 


However, many believers allow the flesh to take them over. 
They do not read their Bible daily, live by faith or pray daily. 
Many do not even wonder why they are not effective in 
missions or evangelism. This state of spiritual sleepwalking is 
primarily caused by not yielding to the Holy Spirit on a daily 
basis. If they were yielded they would find the filling of the 
Holy Spirit daily as well. They would also wake up and open 
their eyes as to what is going on in this world. It should be 
stressed that evangelism and missions are at the spear tip of 
God’s plan for the church in this age. Thus these activities are 
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of tremendous spiritual import and possess an awesome 
spiritual warfare character. The Holy Spirit’s work is at the 
center of the spiritual battle that is being raged throughout 
this age. 


Many children of God should rightfully be identified as 
non-believing believers. They have fallen for the temptations 
of the devil to reduce the importance of spiritual warfare to 
the level of obtaining their physical or financial needs. “If 
that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here 
today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much 
more clothe you--you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, 
"What shall we eat?’ or "What shall we drink?’ or "What shall 
we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your 
heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his 
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well.” (NIV, Matthew 6:30-33) 


Not only will a carnal life as a Christian be of little faith, it 
will bring little fruit as well. It is clear that the Christian is 
already embroiled in spiritual warfare whether it is realized or 
not. Therefore a dynamic yielding to the Holy Spirit is 
necessary, because the fruit of the Spirit is something that we 
cannot produce through Christian activities as many falsely 
believe. This only happens through personal faith and 
obedience! 


“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his 
mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, 
so that you can take your stand against the 
devil's schemes. For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the powers of this dark 
world and against the spiritual forces of evil in 
the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full 
armor of God, so that when the day of evil 
comes, you may be able to stand your ground, 
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and after you have done everything, to stand. 
Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled 
around your waist, with the breastplate of 
righteousness in place, and with your feet 
fitted with the readiness that comes from the 
gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up 
the shield of faith, with which you can 
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil 
one. Take the helmet of salvation and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all 
kinds of prayers and requests. With this in 
mind, be alert and always keep on praying for 
all the Lord's people. Pray also for me, that 
whenever I speak, words may be given me so 
that I will fearlessly make known the mystery 
of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador 
in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, 
as I should.” (NIV, Ephesians 6:10 -20) 


Look closely at the final verse of the passage from 
Ephesians above. It ends with reaching people with the 
Gospel fearlessly. Satan wants believers to live in fear so that 
they will never venture out of their comfort zone to truly 
setve God. This is a very effective strategy because he knows 
that if a Christian steps out in faith in these areas God is 
going to be faithful to bless these steps. Simply, he tempts the 
believer to never take those steps, thus making the Christian 
life greatly ineffective, or at least not nearly as effective as it 
could be. Neutral is a very deceptive place because you can 
put your foot on the gas pedal and roar your engine, but you 
are still not going anywhere. It gives people a great feeling to 
roar about their Christian lives when in fact they are just 
sitting there going no place. Satan tempts the believer to put 
his or her faith in neutral. He is a master at exploiting the 
weakness of the flesh because of its sinful nature and 
propensity to fall. However the believer has been given the 
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promises of God in His Word to overcome these 
temptations. The promises of God cannot fail! 


Is there a difference between the average believer, and a 
well-known evangelist such as Billy Graham? Are there some 
sort of spiritual supermen in the church that do not face or 
have the same drastic problems? The answer is emphatically 
no! There is however men and women that have learned to 
lean on Christ a great deal more than others have. Go back to 
the beginning of Paul’s final instructions to all believers. They 
are to be strong in the Lord. There is no strength outside of 
Him. The true Christian walk is impossible without His 
strength. That means we are not expected by God to carry 
this out on our own. We need Christ in and through every 
facet of the journey. That is not to say that every believer that 
learns to depend on Christ will end up being a world- 
renowned evangelist. It does mean that God will not fail 
those who put their trust in Him for their future, as Billy 
Graham and many lesser or unknown saints did. If a person 
truly trusts God, He will not fail that person, because He is 
not a respecter of persons. “Then Peter began to speak: “I 
now tealize how true it is that God does not show 
favoritism.” (NIV, Acts 10:34) 


So is there a time of preparing us to do the work of 
evangelism effectively? This author is not suggesting that all 
believers drop their nets and become fishers of men in the 
sense of walking off their job tomorrow. What is being stated 
is no one should second guess God about these important 
spiritual issues. God remains sovereign over His entire plan. 
We do not know if God will use years of preparation in a 
person’s life before placing he or she in the mission he has 
chosen or not. For some it will be the circumstances they are 
born into. Consider Corrie Ten Boom for example. How 
could a person prepare for the suffering of a Nazi 
concentration camp? Yet that is where God put her. That was 
the beginning of her mission work, which was also combined 
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with on the job training. All she had was the Bible, her faith 
and her prayers. She had nothing else except Christ to hold 
her up. Actually, God is the one who does the preparation 
work. We just learn to co-operate with Him. 
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5 WHO PAYS THE WORKERS? 


Since God does the hiring, He also supplies, sustains and pays 
these valuable workers. 


"The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner 
who went out early in the morning to hire 
workers for his vineyard. He agreed to pay 
them a denarius for the day and sent them 
into his vineyard. "About nine in the morning 
he went out and saw others standing in the 
marketplace doing nothing. He told them, 
"You also go and work in my vineyard, and I 
will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 
"He went out again about noon and about 
three in the afternoon and did the same thing. 
About five in the afternoon he went out and 
found still others standing around. He asked 
them, 'Why have you been standing here all 
day long doing nothing?" "Because no one has 
hired us,' they answered. "He said to them, 
"You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 
"When evening came, the owner of the 
vineyard said to his foreman, 'Call the workers 
and pay them their wages, beginning with the 
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last ones hired and going on to the first.’ "The 
wotkers who were hired about five in the 
afternoon came and each received a denarius. 
So when those came who were hired first, 
they expected to receive more. But each one 
of them also received a denarius.When they 
received it, they began to grumble against the 
landowner. "These who were hited last 
worked only one hour,’ they said, 'and you 
have made them equal to us who have borne 
the burden of the work and the heat of the 
day.’ "But he answered one of them, 'I am not 
being unfair to you, friend. Didn't you agree 
to work for a denarius? Take your pay and go. 
I want to give the one who was hired last the 
same as I gave you. Don't I have the right to 
do what I want with my own money? Or are 
you envious because I am generous?" "So the 
last will be first, and the first will be last." 
(NIV, Matthew 20:1-16) 


The land owner is God. According to this parable in 
Matthew He does the hiring, and provides payment for the 
laborers in the field. This parable teaches God’s fairness and 
sovereign wisdom toward His workers in the field. We can 
see in this parable that not all of God’s people are happy with 
this arrangement, but that doesn’t change it any. The fact 
remains that God justly rewards His servants. In contrast, the 
world’s wealthy and corporate leaders have something to 
worry about from this passage in James. 


“Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail 
because of the misery that is coming on you. 
Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten 
your clothes. Your gold and silver are 
corroded. Their corrosion will testify against 
you and eat your flesh like fire. You have 
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hoarded wealth in the last days. Look! The 
wages you failed to pay the workers who 
mowed your fields are crying out against you. 
The cries of the harvesters have reached the 
ears of the Lord Almighty. You have lived on 
earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have 
fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter. 
You have condemned and murdered the 
innocent one, who was not opposing you.” 


(NIV, James 5:1-6) 


The Bible is rich with teaching about God’s great rewards 
to those who serve Him. If God has given His solemn holy 
oath to provide for His children, how much more will He 
reward those who seek to serve Him in this world by faith? 
But we should not necessarily be looking for His rewards in 
terms of a paycheck on Friday afternoon. On the same token, 
we should not think that God is unaware or doesn’t care 
about the pressing issues of your life, such as the paycheck on 
Friday afternoon. We should also notice that the next verse 
in the passage from James chapter 5 emphasizes patience. 
“Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord's 
coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its 
valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring 
rains.” (NIV, James 5:7) God’s rewards may include that, but 
certainly far exceed that as well. (NIV, Philippians 4:19) 
“And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches 
of his glory in Christ Jesus.” This blessing is immeasurable! 
So, who supplies, sustains and pays the worker in the mission 
field. According to this beautiful passage from Philippians, 
God does! It may not arrive on Friday afternoon, but it is 
coming nonetheless, and it is never late! Don’t put God in a 
box about this. He will reward us for serving Him in faith! He 
is not a man that can lie! “God is not human, that he should 
lie, not a human being, that he should change his mind. Does 
he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill?” 
(NIV, Numbers 23:19) 


33 


John Wesley Erbentraut 


“And God is able to bless you abundantly, so 
that in all things at all times, having all that 
you need, you will abound in every good 
work. As it is written: "They have freely 
scattered their gifts to the poor; their 
righteousness endures forever." Now he who 
supplies seed to the sower and bread for food 
will also supply and increase your store of 
seed and will enlarge the harvest of your 
righteousness.” (NIV, 2 Corinthains 9:8-10) 


The story of Joseph in the Book of Genesis is one of the 
most vivid pictures in the entire Bible of God’s ability and 
faithfulness to provide bread to His people, even when they 
have been unfaithful to Him. It is also a beautiful picture of 
God’s faithfulness to reward a servant who had suffered in 
faith. 
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6 GET A REAL JOB! 


Is mission work legitimate work, or is it just a hiatus from 
the responsibilities of normal life? What is meant by 
legitimate? Here is a list of synonyms. 


1. Rightful 
2, Jaegal 

3. Genuine 
4. Justifiable 
5. Valid 


The legitimacy of even the Apostle Paul’s work in Christ 
was at times questioned by some! It was so questioned by 
some that he felt a need to defend and assert his apostleship. 
This passage from Galatians is one such verse. “Paul, an 
apostle--sent not from men nor by a man, but by Jesus Christ 
and God the Father, who raised him from the dead.” (NIV, 
Galatians 1:1) Paul stated that his apostolic legitimacy was 
directly from Christ. Though religious men in church 
hierarchy have often tried to usurp this authority, it hasn’t 
really changed any through the centuries. The church doesn’t 
really save anybody, and it doesn’t really appoint anybody 
either. Christ saves us directly and personally. He also 
appoints us directly and personally to ministry of all types. All 
other human appointments and human recognition follow 


35 


John Wesley Erbentraut 


that! If it doesn’t, what we have is a bunch of humanly 
appointed people running Christ’s supernatural church in the 
energy of the flesh. It doesn’t work very well does it? 


“Even though I may not be an apostle to 
others, surely I am to you! For you are the seal 
of my apostleship in the Lord. This is my 
defense to those who sit in judgment on me. 
Don't we have the right to food and drink? 
Don't we have the right to take a believing 
wife along with us, as do the other apostles 
and the Lord's brothers and Cephas? Or is it 
only I and Barnabas who lack the right to not 
work for a living? Who serves as a soldier at 
his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and 
does not eat its grapes? Who tends a flock and 
does not drink the milk? Do I say this merely 
on human authority? Doesn't the Law say the 
same thing? For it is written in the Law of 
Moses: "Do not muzzle an ox while it is 
treading out the grain." Is it about oxen that 
God is concerned? Surely he says this for us, 
doesn't he? Yes, this was written for us, 
because whoever plows and threshes should 
be able to do so in the hope of sharing in the 
harvest. If we have sown spiritual seed among 
you, is it too much if we reap a material 
harvest from you? If others have this right of 
support from you, shouldn't we have it all the 
more? But we did not use this right. On the 
contrary, we put up with anything rather than 
hinder the gospel of Christ. Don't you know 
that those who serve in the temple get their 
food from the temple, and that those who 
setve at the altar share in what is offered on 
the altar? In the same way, the Lord has 
commanded that those who preach the gospel 
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should receive their living from the gospel. 
But I have not used any of these rights. And I 
am not writing this in the hope that you will 
do such things for me, for I would rather die 
than allow anyone to deprive me of this boast. 
For when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, 
since I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if 
I do not preach the gospel! If I preach 
voluntarily, I have a reward; if not voluntarily, 
I am simply discharging the trust committed 
to me. What then is my reward? Just this: that 
in preaching the gospel I may offer it free of 
charge, and so not make full use of my rights 
as a preacher of the gospel. 

Though I am free and belong to no one, I 
have made myself a slave to everyone, to win 
as many as possible.” (NIV, 1Corinthians 9:2- 
19) 


The Word of God is not just a collection of ancient stories. 
It is a proclamation from God that provides all necessary 
legal, rightful, genuine, justifiable validity to our salvation and 
calling in Christ. If it isn’t then the reformers had no right to 
do what they did! They placed their personal faith in the 
authority of the Bible, which is God’s Word, and a direct and 
personal relationship to Christ through faith. They were 
coined Protestants by the Roman Catholic Church because 
they were protesting the false authority of the Pope. They 
were also stating that the Church was falsely elevated by the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy to have equal or even higher 
authority than the Bible. 


All believers in mission work are rightful or righteous 
because they have been made the righteousness of God. 
“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in 
him we might become the righteousness of God.” (NIV, 
2Corinthians 5:21) All believers in missions are legal because 
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they have been given the legal power to become children of 
God, which stems from salvation. “Yet to all who did receive 
him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God-- children born not of natural 
descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born 
of God.” (NIV, John 1:12-13) They have been legally 
adopted. 


“For those who are led by the Spirit of God 
are the children of God. The Spirit you 
received does not make you slaves, so that 
you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you 
received brought about your adoption to 
sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." 
The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that 
we ate God's children. Now if we are 
children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and 
co-heits with Christ, if indeed we share in his 
sufferings in order that we may also share in 
his glory.” (NIV, Romans 8:14-17) 


All believers in missions are genuine because their faith 
will be vindicated through trials. “These have come so that 
the proven genuineness of your faith--of greater worth than 
gold, which perishes even though refined by fire--may result 
in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.” 
(NIV, 1Peter 1:7) Also, they are genuine because they are 
called by His name. Only a genuine call from Christ 
personally can bring a person into that particular calling. “If 
my people, who are called by my name, will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive 
their sin and will heal their land.” (NIV, 2Chonicles 7:14) 
“Through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; 
genuine, yet regarded as impostors;” (NIV, 2Corinathians 6:8) 


All believers in missions are justified through faith as all 
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other saints ate justified through the same faith. “Therefore, 
since we have been justified through faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,” (NIV, Romans 
Dal) 


If we are sent by Christ as he was sent by the Father then 
our testimony is valid as well. The Pharisees challenged him, 
"Here you are, appearing as your own witness; your testimony 
is not valid." “Jesus answered, "Even if I testify on my own 
behalf, my testimony is valid, for I know where I came from 
and where I am going. But you have no idea where I come 
from or where I am going.” (NIV, John 8:13-14) 


Therefore, mission and evangelistic work is definitely 
legitimate work. It is to be engaged and carried out through 
Christ’s authority and name by faith and obedience to the 
great commission in Matthew 28. 


“Then Jesus came to them and said, "All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age." (NIV, 
Matthew 28:18-20) 


There are no passages of scripture that teach or support 
the concept of a part-time position in missions. There is no 
scripture that says God is now filling part and full-time 
positions. The scripture does not say that they don’t exist 
either, but it is not clearly taught from the Bible in that 
manner. Certainly, the concept of missions as a hiatus from 
normal life is not taught either in the Bible. Once again we 
need great care in our thinking about this issue. One should 
openly accept that the lack of detailed biblical instruction on 
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this issue does not set these issues in concrete one way or the 
other. At the same time human beings were never given the 
authority to run God’s plan either. For all practical means and 
purposes, if God employs, sustains, and pays or rewards His 
workers, then this work is as legitimate as any other or more 
so! Men do not have the right to tell God how to carry out 
His plan! Thank God, His plan which extends far beyond 
salvation into every aspect of ministry and calling, is still 
sovereign, personal and by faith! 
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How should the believer both locally and untversally 
respond to mission work and workers? First of all believers 
must put away all denominational distinctive. This is not 
likely to happen, but they should do so! We should not wave 
about our church banner, such as Baptist, Methodist or any 
name beside Christ’s name. There is no real place for it on 
the mission field. Consider carefully what the Apostle Paul 
said about ideas and teachings that lead to division and strife 
among believers. “What I mean is this: One of you says, "I 
follow Paul"; another, "I follow Apollos"; another, "I follow 
Cephas"; still another, "I follow Christ." Is Christ divided? 
Was Paul crucified for your Were you baptized in the name 
of Paul? (NIV, 1 Corinthians 1:12-13) 


It is wonderful that we have a future with God in heaven, 
but what about those who don’t? It is wonderful that we are 
seated with Christ in heavenly places, but what about those 
who are not? This is about having a heart after God. “After 
removing Saul, he made David their king. God testified 
concerning him: '| have found David son of Jesse, a man 
after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to do.' 
(NIV, Acts 13:22) David was far from perfect, yet God still 
referred to him as a man after His own heart. 
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Missions and evangelism is all about heart. It is about our 
hearts caring about the plan of God for the lost. After all we 
were all one of the lost at one time. 


“As for you, you were dead in your 
transgressions and sins, in which you used to 
live when you followed the ways of this world 
and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the 
spirit who is now at work in those who are 
disobedient. All of us also lived among them 
at one time, gratifying the cravings of our 
flesh and following its desires and thoughts. 
Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of 
wrath.” (NIV, Ephesians 2:1-3) 


It is about presenting the finished work of Christ to a lost 
and dying world. It is all about facing dangers in spiritual 
warfare, and knowing that God has granted us victory over all 
of these things. It is about loving people when love is risky! 


“Rather, as setvants of God we commend 
ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in 
troubles, hardships and distresses; in beatings, 
imprisonments and riots; in hard work, 
sleepless nights and hunger; in purity, 
understanding, patience and kindness; in the 
Holy Spirit and in sincere love; in truthful 
speech and in the power of God; with 
weapons of righteousness in the right hand 
and in the left; through glory and dishonor, 
bad report and good report; genuine, yet 
regarded as impostors; known, yet regarded as 
unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, 
and yet not killed; sorrowful, yet always 
rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having 
nothing, and yet possessing everything. (NIV, 
2 Corinthians 6:4-10) 
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It is about taking up the sword of the Spirit which is the 
Word of God and wielding it fearlessly against the 
philosophies and ideologies of the world. “Take the helmet of 
salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God.” (NIV, Ephesians 6:17) 


It is about standing alone before the giants of corporate 
institutions of this present world like David before Goliath. 
“David said to the Philistine, "You come against me with 
sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the 
name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of 
Israel, whom you have defied.” (NIV, 1 Samuel 17:45) It is 
about Paul tearing down the lofty arguments of Greek 
philosophy. 


“For though we live in the world, we do not 
wage war as the world does. The weapons we 
fight with are not the weapons of the world. 
On the contrary, they have divine power to 
demolish strongholds. © We demolish 
arguments and every pretension that sets itself 
up against the knowledge of God, and we take 
captive every thought to make it obedient to 
Christ. (NIV, 2 Corinthians 10:3-5) 


It is about being the off-scouring of the world when we are 
really royalty to God. “Being defamed, we intreat: we are 
made as the filth of the world, and are the off-scouring of all 
things unto this day.” (KJV, 1 Corinthians 4:13) 


There is no greater purpose, no greater call or no daunting 
task as great and costly as the call to spread the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ in this world. Who is adequate for these things? 
No one is! “To the one a savour from death unto death; to 
the other a savour from life unto life. And who is sufficient 
for these things? (RV, 2 Corinthians 2:16) 
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If you are a believer with a heart after God’s great purpose 
of sharing the Gospel, and you are not quite sure where to 
start, He isn’t turning you away. He isn’t asking, “Where are 
your credentials”? He isn’t asking you for your resume. He 
isn’t giving you a final exam, and just waiting for you to flunk. 
It should also be understood that the mere omission of 
something like the I.M.B. (International Missions Board) 
from scripture does not mean that it is wrong to exist. It 
should be accepted that such apparatus may be useful, and 
part of God’s plan. However, we also need to be watchful 
about man-made bureaucracy, which claim to be the only way 
in which God executes His plan. This type of man-made 
organization has plagued the church through the centuries! 
These organizations have the bad habit of claiming it must be 
our way or the highway! What does God say about that 
attituder He is saying, "Whoever wants to be my disciple 
must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 
(NIV, Matthew 16:24) We must follow Him; He will show us 
the way. No one else can, because no one else knows the way. 


We should respond by saying, “Yes Lord.” Quell our fears 
and doubts. “And we know that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love him, who have been called 
according to his purpose.” (NIV, Romans 8:28) 
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